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REVIE"\VS AND NOTICES OF PUBLICATIONS.

The 01'ient in Bible Times, by Elihu Grant, Professor of Biblical
Literature in Haverford College. J. B. Lippincott & Co.
Philadelphia and London. 1920.

The object of this book is "to help people who are interested in
the Bible to see the Hebrews among their neighbours, and to give a
rapid unified impression of the course of events in the Biblical world."
To those students who intend, as advised here, to follow up this
summary by consulting the standard works here listed at the end
of each chapter, this should form a very useful guide. Without
such more extended reading the history here given is too condensed
and views of Biblical criticism too exclusively one-sided for this to be
a safe guide to the general reader. The volume naturally falls into
two parts. The first nine chapters are concerned chiefly with
Egypt and Babylonia, the history being carried down to Alexander
the Great. The remaining chapters deal chiefly with Syria and
Palestine. The condensed account of the Hebrew prophets is most
readable. Ezra and Nehenliah nre reconstructed upon the critical
theories of Prof. Torrey. An account of modern customs is con-
densed into a chapter which seems rather out of place in the
consecutive narrative. The illustrations, though not very obviously
bearing upon the text, are very good and add greatly to the attrac-
tiveness of the book.

E.W.G.M.

An Egyptian Hie1'oglyphic Dictionary, by Sir E. A. Wallis Budge,
F.S.A., Litt.D., etc. Murray, 1920.

The Library of the Fund has received from Sir Wallis Budge
a copy of the above magnificent work, thanks to "the IDunificence
of a friend who is anxious that the book may be easily accessible
to the student whose means will not permit him to purchase a book
which costs fifteen guineas." The receipt of this generous gift,
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REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF PUBLICATIONS. 189

which arrived too late for any notice, was briefly acknowledged in
the preceding issue (p. 100).

The volume contains nearly 23,000 forms of Egyptian words
collected from texts of all periods between the time of the IIIrd
dynasty and the Roman period. It includes names of gods, god-
desses, and" other mythological beings," over 400 royal names, and
numerous geographical names (with the cuneiform equivalents in
certain cases). There is an English vocabulary, forming a kind of
English-Egyptian dictionary, and containing over 60,000 references.
There are also indexes of kings' names, geographical names, and of
Coptic and Semitic words. The system of transliteration is based
upon that of Birch and Brugsch. The author has also incorporated,
in an interesting introduction, lists of Egyptian signs, reproduc-
tions of the Egyptian alphabet as formulated by Young, Champollion,
Lepsius and Tattam, and reproductions of pages of the early
Egyptian works of Birch, Young and Champollion. The alphabets
of the" principal Semitic languages are also printed, in order to
facilitate the labours of beginners who might otherwise be unable
to read the numerous Semitic, Persian and Coptic words quoted in
the dictionary. Finally, a list is given of the Egyptian hierogiyphic
characters in the fount of l\1essrs. Harrison and Sons, Litl., the
prin ters of this work.

Sir Wallis Budge modestly hopes that the volume may serve as
a stop-gap, as "many, many years" must pass before the perfect
Egyptian Hieroglyphic Dictionary can be written. It is in every
respect a thesaurus of erudition, attractive to the beginner, and a
type of work that is calculated to arouse a curiosity that may lead
to an intelligent interest in Egyptology. "\Vhatever its drawbacks
from a specialist point of view-extravagance, absence of economy,
expense-this sumptuous volume is of a sort more likely to breed
youthful enthusiasts than many of the concise and perhaps more
scientifically arranged works, which the uninitiated are entirely
unable to comprehend. At an age when it is more than ever
necessary to keep alive and increase an interest in subjects that are
not of immediately obvious importance, one may trust one's recol-
lections of one's own early days, and believe that this extraordinary
volume, appealing to the eye and to the imagination, will succeed
in arresting an attention to Egyptology which ·would not be be-
stowed upon other Egyptian works. In this faith one may be
confident that neither Sir Wallis Budge nor his generous anonymous
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190 REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF PUBIJICATIONS.

patron will ever have 'cause to regret the preparation and publica-
tion of the Egyptian Hieroglyphic Dictiona1·Y.

How to observe in A1'chaeology. Printed by order of the Trustees of
the British Museum. 1920.

This is an excellent little book, the object of which is sufficiently
explained by the sub-title, "Suggestions for Travellers in the Near
and Middle East." It contains, in a concise forot, information and
notes for the benefit of travellers who are interested in antiquities
without being already trained archaeologists. "It is the outcome
of a recommendation made by the Archaeological Joint Committee,
a body recently established, on the initiative of the British Academy,
and at the request of the Foreign Office, to focus the knowledge
and experience of British scholars and archaeologists, and to place
it at the disposal of the Government when advice or information
is needed upon matters connected with archaeological science."
This Comnlittee is to protect the interests of archaeological science,
and one means of promoting its cause is to provide information so
that travellers may be better able to profit by and to record any
antiquities they come across. .

Prof. Petrie describes the general method, and the various
districts (Greece, Cyprus, Central and North Syria, etc.) are by
writers who have a first hand knowledge of the area: thus,
Palestine is by Prof. Macalister; Dr. Hogarth handles Central and
North Syria; Egypt and Mesopotamia are by Prof. Petrie and
Mr. H. R. Hall respectively. The little book is provided with
typical illustrations of flints, pottery, etc., and with tables of
alphabets. One misses something in the nature of a bibliography,
al!hough here and there some effort is made to remedy what is
otherwise a lacUna.

Each contributor has been left considerable latitude, with the
result that in Chapter VII, the Middle Kingdom of Egypt (XII-
XIIIth dynasty is dated 3600-2900 B.O., that is, well before the
Pre-Semitic age, which, in the chapter on Palestine, extends down to
about 2000 B.C., although the First Semitic Period, here dated about
2000-1800 B.C. (p. 73), in Prof. Macalister's Excavation of GeZe1'is
fixed approximately from the entrance of the first Semitic inhabitants
to the end of the XIIth dynasty. Serious chronological problems are
notoriously involved in the archaeology and history of the ancient
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REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF PUBLICATIONS. 191

Near East, but it is surely desirable that in a popular work of this
character the reader should receive more warning than he does of
the difficulties. The present writer has very good reason for
appreciating the extrenle difficulty of co-ordinating the work of
archaeology and of history; but if a deliberate effort is to be made
to encourage a deeper interest in the antiquities of the Near and
Middle East-and the book is wonderfully full and compact-the
hope may be expressed that readers may be given a few hints which
will prepare them for the day when they turn to the larger historical
and archaeological works and discover the complexity of some of
the problems.

s. A. COOK.
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